
 
 
 
 
About the Fulbright Program 
 

In September 1945, the freshman senator J. William Fulbright from Arkansa proposed that the 
income from the sales of U.S. surplus war goods be used to fund the “promotion of international 
good will through the exchange of students”. One year later, President Harry S. Truman signed the 
Fulbright Act into law and Congress created the Fulbright Program in what became the largest and 
most prestigious international exchange program of the U.S. 

Since its beginning, the program has operated according to binational agreements with the U.S. 
government. Today, it provides exchanges with 160 countries and territories worldwide. 
 
In 1952, Germany joined the Fulbright exchange with the U.S.. Fulbright Germany has since grown 
into the largest and most varied of the Fulbright programs worldwide. 

                    
U.S. High Commissioner John J. McCloy and Chancellor 
Konrad Adenauer sign the German-American Fulbright 
Agreement in 1952. 
 
Fulbright Germany is funded by the German and U.S. governments and sponsors German and U.S. 
participants for exchanges in many disciplines. Grant opportunities range from seminars and 
summer academies to year-long exchanges. They are open to students, professors, teachers, 
teaching assistants, journalists and experts in university administration. 

During their grants, Fulbrighters work, live with and learn from the people of their respective host 
country, sharing daily experiences. The program facilitates cultural exchange through direct 
interaction in the classroom, laboratory, field, and home. The grantees interact with their host 
communities in an environment of openness, academic integrity, and intellectual freedom. 

Fulbrighters are curious to gain an appreciation of others’ viewpoints and beliefs and the way they 
do things. They bring the willingness to change and broaden their horizons. 
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The fundamental principles of international partnership and mutual understanding remain at the 
core of the program’s mission, and they govern Fulbright Germany´s exchange activities. 

Therefore, Fulbright Germany continues to seek out German and U.S. individuals of achievement 
and potential who represent the full diversity of their societies, whose personality, interests, and 
career plans promise to contribute to the program´s principles and carry on Senator Fulbright´s 
visionary idea of “turning nations into people”. 

Since 1952, Fulbright Germany has sponsored over 45,000 Germans and Americans. Many are 
organized in the expansive U.S. and German Fulbright Alumni Associations whose engagement 
continues the cultural and academic diplomacy across the Atlantic and with numerous other 
partner countries in the Fulbright exchange. 

See also: https://eca.state.gov/fulbright/about-fulbright/history

https://eca.state.gov/fulbright/about-fulbright/history


 


